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Throughout the ages, the earth has existed before animals, plants, 

and humans.  Once there are inhabitants on earth, survival of the fittest 
took place.  Every living thing competes for their places on the earth, 
humans as well.  Using their intelligence, they begin a quest of exploration 
and eventually develop technology.  However, technology is both a helpful and 
dangerous thing.  While it continuously makes people’s lives easier, it 
deprives the earth of important resources.  This idea is also captured by 
Carrie P. Snow, who stated, “Technology…is a queer thing.  It brings you 
great gifts with one hand, and it stabs you in the back with the other.”  
Some people realize what technology is doing to the earth.  But many just 
become onlookers, living their lives as if nothing is happening.  For me, 
recycling is proof that the fight to save the earth is far from over and 
something must be done. 

I am fascinated by how the world works.  Living things, like plants or 
animals, die and return back to the earth, providing nutrients for new life to 
grow.  The dead paves way for new generations to grow.  The cycle of life 
keeps going.  But certain unnatural materials slow down the process of 
decomposition, affecting the cycle of life.  If not recycled, many of the 
items people use today can take much longer time to decompose.  Thanks to 
recycling, they can be reused and substances can be reduced.  Plastic, glass, 
aluminum, and metal can be melted and made into new items.  Paper and 
cardboard can be cut and renewed into recycled paper.  Grass trimmings and 
leaves can be changed to fertilizers for other plants.  On the other hand, 
materials like foam cannot be recycled no matter what.  Once it is used and 
disposed of, it does not rot.  It remains in that state forever.  This is why I 
absolutely disapprove the use of foam.  It does not flow with the cycle of 
life and is completely wasteful.  Evidently, recycling cannot solve everything. 

If there were no recycling, the future world would have dramatic 
changes compared to the environment now.  First, imagine a world without 
recycling.  Because paper could not be reused, people cut down every single 
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living tree on the planet.  In the mountains, the centuries old redwoods and 
Douglas firs that once hovered above the forest no longer exists.  The 
insects that once had a home in the little crevices of the trees do not have a 
home.  The only fresh pine scents people smell are artificial.  A lonely silence 
haunts the empty mountains.  Another scenario is people have used up all the 
available petroleum on earth since plastic can not be recycled.  Cars have no 
gasoline to run on.  Many old types of machinery do not operate.  There is 
discontinuation of production of certain types of pesticides and fertilizers.  
Every process depending on petroleum ceases.  If recycling did not exist, 
indeed, people would be heading towards that era. 

But because there is such a thing as recycling, there is much hope and 
many ways to support recycling.  Children could be taught to recycle.  It is 
more likely the idea would stay with them until they are adults if told when 
they are young.  Markets also could give discounts on recycled items, 
encouraging the production of more earth friendly products.  Businesses 
could use biodegradable materials for packaging.  The government could 
endorse more recycling programs towards homes and schools.  Programs 
could also make recycling more convenient.  An example of this is curbside 
pick-ups.  The easier the process, the more willing people would be.  Also, 
recycling could be made into a much more economically friendly thing.  
Currently, people are required to pay money to recycle chemically hazardous 
items.  If there were no charges and this service could be provided in more 
locations, it would not be as much a problem.  These are just a few of many 
things that could be done to promote recycling. 

People can do many other things that can help the earth before even 
recycling.  From the beginning, businesses produce items that consumers will 
buy in order to earn profit.  Simply not buying those less environmental 
friendly objects, industries will discontinue production.  Small actions like 
this could have great influences to the future of the earth. 

 
 


